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President’s Note
By Richard Brooks

June 3 was a perfect weather day 
with lots of great performers on stage 
and jams outside. Lili, Katherine, 
and Helen seemed to enjoy Pete 
Hicks’ KidFiddle workshop, and Nancy Solomon led the 
Beginners’ Circle (slow jam) right onto the stage! Thank 
you, Peter and Nancy, and to our on-stage performers.

July 1 and August 5 Jams in the Park

Our July 1 jam will be in the beautiful and award-winning 
Rose Garden Park. It’s free. We will be joined by the Greater 
Bay Area Costumers Guild who will dress in 1920s to 1940s 
period costumes. Paul Clarke will put together a show for 
our special-dressed guests. Spread the word. 

Our Beginners’ Circle is done on an ad-hoc basis when our 
jams are in the park. If you want to volunteer to lead it, 
please let me know. 

July 15 Trustees Meeting

Our trustees will meet on July 15 to make important 
decisions about our youth programs. We will decide whether 
to have another youth fiddle contest, and whether to change 
or continue our KidFiddle workshops. Our contest will 
only happen if people volunteer to help and a coordinator 
or chairperson is essential. Members are welcome to attend 
the meeting.

It’s Your Organization

If there’s an activity you want us to continue or a new one 
to consider, do speak up. Even better, volunteer to make it 
happen. Remember our silent auction and band scramble?  

All of the jobs listed in the June Rag are still open 
(newsletter editor, secretary or a treasurer, and a second 
car to occasionally bring equipment to the jam, and a youth 
contest coordinator). 
            –– Richard

“Banjo” Bob Cohen passed away May 8.
An obituary appears on page 2.
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
www.fiddlers.org/join.

Officers and Chairs
President-Trustee  Richard J. Brooks
Vice President  OPEN
Treasurer  Janet Johnston
Membership  Pete Showman
Recording Secretary  Dinah Showman
Newsletter Editor Mary Larsen (OPEN)
Newsletter Publisher  Charlotte Prater
Webmaster  (Pete Showman, acting)
Playout Coordinator  Paul Clarke
Youth Activity Coordinator Mary Kennedy
Youth Fiddle Contest OPEN
Publicity  Tom Clausen
Trustees
 Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 2: Gorden Gibson
 Seat 3: Paul Clarke Seat 4: Charlotte Prater
 Seat 5: Dave Williams Seat 6: Tom Clausen

Newsletter banner art by Hilary Cole

To Contact the SCVFA:
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666
Email: president at fiddlers.org  Phone: (650) 328-3939
Newsletter Submissions & Comments:
Email: newsletter at fiddlers.org
Website: www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org
Copyright 2012, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
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Playout Celebrating Ro Dinkey’s Life
On June 23, the SCVFA will participate in a playout to 
celebrate the life of Ro Dinkey, Jim Dinkey’s wife for 32 
years. Jim is an extraordinarily versatile harmonica player 
on both diatonic and chromatic harmonicas, and  has been 
an SCVFA member for over twenty years. At press time, 
participants will include Richard Brooks, Paul Clarke, John 
Durbin, Tom Mitchell, Jean Avram, Sam Morocco, Gorden 
Gibson, and Larry Joba.

“Banjo” Bob Cohen
On May 8, 2012, the music community lost SCVFA member 
Banjo Bob Cohen, who was 67. Bob, born in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
lived in Half Moon Bay and retired from American Airlines 
as a maintenance crew chief. He began playing banjo in 
his twenties and was a long-time banjo picker and jammer 
on the Peninsula. He was a regular attendee of the SCVFA 
jams, the Wednesday evening bluegrass jams at Fandango 
Pizza in Palo Alto, the Thursday night jams in San Carlos, 
and the Heritage Park jams in Sunnyvale. He played his 
favorite tunes “Old Home Place,” “Theme Time,” and “Red 
Wing” on his Gibson, Stelling, and Stealth banjos.

Bob’s special talent was making jam newbies feel at home. 
He enjoyed both bluegrass and old time music and was the 
ideal fellow jammer, with a wonderful sense of humor and 
plenty of humility. He is survived by his sister, Dorothy, 
three cats, and a bird. In his memory the Fandango jam will
continue to play Bob’s favorite songs.
     –– Dennis Gale
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[This article, contributed by Steve Kirtley, tells the story of Texas fiddlers in the 
area near Fort Worth, Texas in the mid to late 1800s. The fiddling ancestors of 
Arthur Kee and Steve Kirtley lived in this exact area at this time, and may well 
have known the characters mentioned in this story. Part II will appear in an 
upcoming issue.] 

Some Pioneer Fiddlers of
Parker County, Texas, Part I

By T. U. Taylor, Austin, Texas

The first of these pioneer fiddlers in Parker County was Arch Bozzell. I cannot 
recall when I became aware of him. But it was at the close of the Civil War, and 
he had just returned from the service. Parker County at this time was in a bad 
way in many respects. At the beginning of the war, Parker had 800 voters, and yet 
she sent 1100 men to the service either in the Civil War or against the Indians on 
the frontier. There was no money, no real coffee, no real sugar, but no one went 
hungry. We ate cornbread then, and biscuits were rare and small. These were a 
luxury and in some houses biscuits appeared only on Sunday morning. But there 
was something that flourished with a vigor only known to pioneers -– the spirit of 
the people and the grass on the prairies.

It was too late in 1865 for the returned soldiers to put out a crop, but many found 
a crop already put out and growing. The women took to the fields with plow, hoe, 
and gun. Our clothes were homespun, our coffee was home-made from parched 
barley. Salt was scarce and the writer as a boy went with the teams to old Jordan-
Saline east of Dallas for salt. The supper of us children consisted almost entirely 
of cornmeal mush and we ate it and liked it. We had plenty of milk and the 
bottoms of the Bear Creeks and those of the Clear Fork teamed with squirrels.

In 1865, the old fiddles came forth from their hiding places before the crops were 
laid. By the fall of 1865 the old square dance was back to flourish. For awhile the 
fiddlers had trouble getting “E” strings. Weatherford had hardly 500 inhabitants 
and Fort Worth not so many, and “E” strings were worth their weight in gold.

Then there appeared in our midst Arch Bozzell, long, lank, probably six feet two, 
with a small blond mustache, a winning smile, and a deft hand with the bow. He 
regarded the “Arkansas Traveler,” “Cotton Eyed Joe,” “and “Sally Gooden” as 
personal friends.

No old square dance on the Bear Creeks or lower Clear Forks was complete 
without Arch. He wanted no banjo, or second fiddle. His charges were moderate 
and if he had a new pair of boots, his cup of joy was full; and if those boots had 
red tops and Arch had his breeches in his boots, that cup of joy was slopping over. 
Give him a chair in the corner, his breeches in his boots, and a new “E” string, and 
Arch was ready for the dance to begin. It was always in a room rarely over sixteen 
feet square, but all the beds and tables had been moved into the shed rooms.

No one got drunk, even if some young blood had brought a pint with him, 
the host saw that it was kept under control. Before the call went forth for:

(Continues on page 4)
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Pioneer Fiddlers (continued from page 3):

“Partners for the first dance” some good friend had 
dampened the oesophagus of Arch with something to 
make his voice clear. He had a voice as carrying as Dan 
Moody’s. Generally the man of the first couple called the 
figures, but not always, and the “patter” or side remarks 
below I owe to Arch Bozzell and a rather retentive memory. 
I recall many of the old tunes that Arch executed on that 
old music machine of his. I think his favorite was “Cotton 
Eyed Joe.” Then in order came “Turkey in the Straw,” 
“Leather Breeches,” “Buffalo Gals,” “Arkansas Traveler,” 
“Sally Gooden,” “Drunken Hiccoughs” (“Rye Whiskey” 
in some places), “Money Musk,” “Soldier’s Joy,” “Billy in 
the Low Ground,” “Devil’s Dream,” “Rareback Sallie Gal,” 
“Bonaparte’s Retreat,” “Eighth of January,” “Black Jack 
Grove and a Curly Headed Negro,” “Mississippi Sawyer,” 
“Tennessee Wagner,” and “Black-Eyed Susie.” ...

The second of these fiddlers was Jim Heffington. Jim 
Heffington was born on the South Bear Creeks about four 
miles from the present town of Cresson toward Fort Worth 
in 1852. By the time the Civil War broke, his sole ambition 
in life was to play the fiddle like Arch Bozzell. Arch was the 
king of the fiddle on the Bear Creeks and the Lower Clear 
Forks, at the beginning of the Civil War, and for several 
years after. Jim Heffington practice day and night on the 
crude fiddles of that day and when Arch Bozzell returned 
from the Civil War, he was staggered by the progress Jim 
Heffington had made. At the age of 14, Jim Heffington was 
the staff of Arch Bozzell and from Arch he learned of the 
deviltry of “Cotton-Eyed Joe,” the beauty of “Buffalo Gals,” 
and the irresponsibility of the “Arkansas Traveler.” Jim was 
an apt pupil, ambitious, ceaseless in practice and on stilly 
nights the author has often heard the old fiddle whining on 
the Bear Creeks, a half-mile off.

The return of the soldiers in the spring of 1865 witnessed a 
revival of the old square dance and while they had revivals of 
religion during the summer, nothing could keep the toes still 
during the winter when Arch Bozzell and Jim Heffington 
tuned up their fidddles and swung into the quick movement 
of “Turkey in the Straw.”

In 1870, Pa Heffington decided to leave Parker county on 
account of the fact that it was too crowded. A family had 
settled two miles above him on the South Bear Creeks. Jim 
Heffington went to the west part of Travis County with his 
father at the age of 18, and there he fiddled for thirty two 
years, till the very day of his death.

As luck would have it he met Miss Enochs, who could play 
a fiddle about as well as Jim, and their home was always a 
source of joy to all lovers of fiddling and good food.

Jim Heffington’s reputation spread to the west and he was 
the only circuit-rider fiddler that this writer ever met. He 
was called upon to play for dances and barbecues from Bee 
Caves to Loyal Valley in Mason County, and to his great 
delight in Mason County he met John Lane, who is the 
only man that Jim Heffington acknowledged could play the 
“Devil’s Dream” better than he.

His son, Steve Heffington, county assessor and collector of 
Travis County, has his father’s old fiddle in Hyde Park.

Arch Bozzell (left) and Jim Heffington (right). They still talk 
about the fiddling of Arch Bozzell along the Clear Forks and 
Bear Creeks in Parker County, and that of Jim Heffington 
from the “Peder Nales” river to Loyal Valley. 

This article was started with only three fiddlers in mind; but 
just after the Civil War, Isaac Newton Hawkins came into 
the Bear Creek neighborhood; well educated, with a fine 
fiddle, and the only man at that time that could play by note. 
He taught our school at the forks of the two Bear Creeks, 
liked to play the fiddle for his friends, and I recall distinctly 
that his favorite tune was “Bonaparte’s Retreat.”

While Newton Hawkins played “Bonaparte’s Retreat” there 
was not another sound in the room. He made you feel like 
you were in the Grand Retreat from Moscow, hungry, cold, 
freezing, and the sad lament of the sick and dying men could 
easily have been translated into the tuneful dirge as Newton 
Hawkins made his fiddle tell of the woes of Bonaparte and 
his army on the retreat from Moscow.... 
     (To be continued.)

[Originally published in Frontier Times, Volume 14, No. 9, 
June, 1937, Bandera, Texas.]
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Highlights of the June Jam

Top: Dancing to the band.

Left: Pete Hicks with Lili 
Newberry (left) and Helen 
Lude (right).

Bottom: Nancy Solomon leads 
the Beginners’ Circle (slow 
jam).

Photos by Richard Brooks



Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: The July and August jams will be held at San
Jose’s Rose Garden Park.

Next Jam: Sunday, July 1, 1-5 pm
NOTE: Rose Garden Park, San Jose

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Join us at San Jose’s Municipal Rose Garden for our July 1 jam. We will be joined 
by the Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild who will dress in 1920s to 1940s period 
costumes. (Photo: http://www.gbacg.org/current/fiddles-and-roses.html)


